The Borderland between Caries and Periodontal Disease II. T Lehner & G Cimasoni (ed) pp 288 £18.20 London: Academic Press 1980 The first symposium on the 'Boderland between Caries and Periodontal Disease' was held at the Royal Society of Medicine in 1977. The multidisciplinary approach has been carried further in a second symposium on this subject held in Geneva in 1980. The seventeen contributions are published in the present volume.
It is clear that periodontal disease and caries research has been characterized by a high degree of dynamism over the past two decades. Fundamental research into the aetiology and pathogenesis of caries and periodontal disease has disclosed broad principles and finer details relative to the mechanisms of their initiation and progression. Part of this dynamism has been the multidisciplinary approach, bringing together immunologists, microbiologists, biochemist, epidemiologists and clinicians, as demonstrated in this admirable book. Special emphasis is given to the microbiology of dental plaque and the identification of new microorganisms and also oral immunology and the interplay between immunological factors, microbial antigens and enzyme functions.
This book provides an informed interchange of ideas between the various disciplines and has contributions from all the world's leading research groups who are interested in the ultimate aim of preventing dental disease. The supplement consists of ten reviews by different authors of specific areas of oncology and brings together a great deal of detail carefully presented in each of the specialists' areas. In the first chapter Dr Busch reviews the developments in molecular biology with particular interest to oncology. Despite major advances in this area, as he points out, no property of the cancer cell which is unique to the neoplastic state has yet been identified. However, this is one of the most promising areas of future research. The next three chapters deal, in sequence, with screening for potential carcinogens, bracken as a potential carcinogen in bovine tumours, and a review of potential endogenous carcinogens in man. Dr Giovanella reviews the current state of development of human xenografts as models for studying human cancer. Other chapters include premalignant breast disease, mechanisms of bone destruction by tumours, radiosensitizers as possible potentiators of radiotherapy and chemotherapy, the current role of computerized tomography in managing patients with cancer and a chapter on cancer epidemiology. The final chapter considers the organization and financing of cancer research.
Overall this supplement presents a wide range of information covering a diverse range of subjects of interest to specialists in oncology. It is certainly to be recommended as a very useful book for anyone interested in the development of oncology.
EDWARD NEWLANDS

Honorary Consultant Physician Charing Cross Hospital, London
Fundamentals of Neurology. John M Sutherland pp 272 £7.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1980 There are many textbooks on neurology, both large and small. This in itself must mean that none is entirely satisfactory. There are many reasons for this. Diseases of the nervous system occupy a large part of clinical practice, even in specialties at first thought apparently far removed from the nervous system itself. There is almost no end to the number of rare eponymous and metabolic disorders which can be collected together and described in a larger textbook. Brevity, and simplicity, are therefore likely to lead to serious shortcomings and yet brevity is what is required in a book intended for students. Dr Sutherland has applied himself to this task and has written a book in which the disorders commonly encountered in adult neurological practice are described, although no attempt is made to be encyclopaedic and much has therefore been omitted. Dr Sutherland is a physician, not a surgeon, and many will feel that surgical aspects of neurological practice are somewhat neglected. Although this may not be a particularly serious fault in a book intended to teach students to make a neurological diagnosis, the chapter on trauma to the nervous system is very brief indeed, particularly considering the importance of this subject in practice. The short paragraphs on subdural and extradural haemorrhage are not sufficiently compendious to indicate a practical approach to diagnosis and management of these important disorders. As might be expected in a book from Australia, there is an interesting chapter describing a group of disorders beyond the experience of most neurologists in Europethe neurological effects of the venoms injected by the bites of various Australian spiders.
